THE AMERICAN NOVEL

be if we could throw all the furniture out of the window; and
along with it, all the meaningless reiterations concerning
physical sensations, all the tiresome old patterns, and leave
the room as bare as the stage of a Greek theatre/' After 1922
Willa Gather wrote no more novels as long as One of Ours
or The Song of the Lark,

A Lost Lady (1923), short and flawless, had no unneces-
sary furniture. It was again the story of an actual woman Willa
Gather had known as she had known the original of Antonia.
But Marian Forrester instead of being another simple farm
girl belongs to the aristocracy of the frontier: its planners and
rulers and beneficiaries. Married to a man much older than
she, she is still too full of youth to be wholly satisfied after
he has retired to his farm. She may honor him for giving up
his fortune to save the depositors in a failing bank; she may
show him loyalty and devotion and make his house charming,
She cannot resist the impulses in her blood and nerves. The
vitality which passed so soon once the frontier settled into
the new order does not ebb in her. Nor after her husband's
death can she fill her life with being his widow, and in a
sense the frontier's. She must still live, she cannot help loving.
In a brighter world suitable to her age and instincts she would
have been happy in the natural course of existence. In the
fading frontier community she is misfit Without the stoic
heroism of the pioneer, she lacks also the severe passion of
the artist. In living, the only art she has, she does not insist
on perfection or nothing. She drifts into a shabby and then a
shabbier love. Her failure as an artist in life brings her no
formal, visible penalty. She dies the wife of a rich and kind
Englishman in the Argentine. But she has lost the integrity
which Antonia, a better artist, knew how to preserve. Marian
Forrester's penalty is that loss. Her story might have been told
in many ways: moralistically, edifyingly, ironically. Willa
Gather told it with understanding and pity, setting forth all
the essential facts of the lost lady's total character, so mixed,
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